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| Containing proper Inſtructions for ſuch Perſons 
as are to be CONFIRMED, 


Humbly offered to the Canfſideration of all Parents 
— and others who have the Care of educating Youth. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE former Part of this 
Dialogue, containing an 
Account of the Nature and De- 
ſign of our Ofice of Confirmation, 
is eaſy to be underſtood, but 
needs not to be got by heart. 


The latter Part of it, which 
explains the Meaning of our 
Church-Catechiſm, may be got by 
Ry heart with little Difficulty ; : and 
will, I hope, be of good Uſe. 
A Grain of Muſtard Seed (as our 
Saviour ſpeaks) may grow up into 
a large Plant. | 
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They who are illiterate ought, 
| -as well as others, to take Care of + 
their Salvation. For which Rea- 
ſon I have made choice of ſuch 

a Perſon, and have put ſuch 

. Words into her Mouth as are eaſy 
and familiar. And if this ſhort 
Abſtract proves an Introduction to 

|| Chriſtian Knowledge and Prac- 
tice, I have my End. 


Epw. Tuan: 


A DIS- 


wann 


ON * 


CON FIRMA TION; &c..- 


Sarah. N Sunday laſt you were pleaſed 
to give publick Notice in the 

Church, that on that Day Month the Bi- 
ſhop would be with us, toiperform the Office 
of Confirmation, for this, and the near adjoin- 
ing Pariſhes: And that therefore all of your 
Pariſh, who deſire to be tnfirmed, ſhould 
in the mean time come to you to be examin- 
ed and inſtructed, that you might enter down 
their Names in Writing, for that Purpoſe. I 
am one of your Pariſhioners who defire to be 
confirmed, and in order thereunto to be ex- 
amined and inſtructed. 
Miniſter. Have you conſidered what is 
the Meaning and Deſign of this Office of 
Confirmation? 
Sar. I am ſo unhappy as not to be able to 
read: But I often get one of my Fellow-Ser- 
vants to read to me; and upon hearing the 
Office of Confirmation ( (as it ſtands in our 
Common-Prayer Baok) thus read, I think, I 
underſtand the Meaning of it, We are gene- 
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rally baptized, and thereby admitted as 
Members of the Church of Chriſt, in the 
time of our Infancy. Our Godfathers and 
Godmothers (as they are called) do then 
vow and promiſe, in our Names, and for us, 
reſpectively, That we will renounce the De- 
vil and all bis Works, the Pomps and Vanity 
of this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts 
of the Fl:ſb : That we will believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriflian Fauth: And that we will 
keep Gd boly Will and Commandments. Now, 
fince we are uncapable of underſtanding this 
Vow or Promiſe at the time of the firft mak- 
ing of it, it is abſolutely neceſſary that, when 
we come to Years of Diſcretion, we ſhould 
ratify and take it upon ourſelves, and fulfil it 
to the beſt of our Power; or elſe we cannot 
hope for eternal Salvation, which God has 


22 only to true Believers and good 
ivers. The Biſhop therefore, as God's Mi- 
niſter, demands of all thoſe who are to be 
confirmed, Whether each of them does for 
himſelf thus ratify and take upon himſelf to 
keep that Vow and Promiſe, which was made 
in his Name at his Baptiſm ; and upon their 


declaring that they do ſo, he proceeds, with 
Prayer and laying on of his Hands, to beg of 
God that he would defend and ſtrengthen all 
and each of them by his Grace and holy Spi- 
rit, that in the Courſe of their Livesthey may 
effectually perform that Vow and Promile 
which they now take upon themſelves. This 
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Laying on of Hands, with Prayer, by the Bi- 
Mop, we call by the Name of Confirmation ; 
the Intent of it being, that by the Grace of 
God's holy Spirit, which is thus prayed for, 
the Youth ſhould he confirmed and ſtrength- 
ened in their holy Refolution of performing 
their baptiſmal Vow, which they then take 
upon themſelves, unto their Lives End. 
Min Do you think it neceſſary to your 
Salvation that you ſhould be after this man- 
ner confhrmect ? 

Sar. I do-not apprehend that there is the 
like Necfſiry for it, as there is or was that I 
ſhould have been baptized: Baptiſmbeingex- 
preſsly commanded by Chrift, Mat. xxviii. 19. 

bur no ſuch Command appearing for our man- 

ner of Confirmation. He that believeth and is 
baptized ſhall be ſaved, ſays Chriſt, Mark xvi. 
16. He therefore who ſo believes the Goſpel, 
as to lead his Life according to it, and has 
been admitted into the Church of Chrift by 
Baptiſm, ſeems to me to be in a State of Sal- 
vation, altho* things may have fo fallen our, 
as that he never has been confirmed after our 
manner. And tho' Baptiſm itſelf be expreſsly 
commanded (for which Reaſon it ought never 
to be neglected) yet I do not think but that 
in ſome Caſes a Man may be ſaved without it; 
provided that he himſelf is not the wilful 
Cauſeof the want of it. TheCaſeof the Thief 
upon the Croſs(Lukexxiii. 43.) may appear to 
be very extraordinary, and therefote not pro- 
44 per 
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per to be urged: But I have been informed 
that, in the primitive Times of Perſecution, 
ſome, whohad ſincerely embraced the Chriſ- 
tian Faith, ſuffered Martyrdom for it before 
they hadthe Opportunity of being baptized; 
of whofe Salvation yet no doubt has been 
made. Some Children are ſtill-born, or 
otherwiſe die unbaptized; and ſome Perſons 


__ arebroughtup in invincible Errorconceraing 


the Neceſſity of Baptiſm: Nor can I think 
that God, who is infinitely good and gra- 
cious, will exclude any one from Salvation 
 forſuchathing as cannot be laid to his Charge 
as a Fault of his own. But if a Man be con- 
. vinced, or has good Reaſon to believe that 
- Chriſt has commanded all Members of his 
Church to be baptized, and yet neglects it, 
and much more if he deſpiſes it; ſuch a Man 
is guilty of a moſt finful Preſumption, and 
moſt juſtly to be condemned for it. From our 
Saviour's own Words, Teach all Nations, 
_ baptizing them. &c. Mat. xxviii. 19. and He 
, that believeth and is baptized ſball be ſaved, 
Mark xvi. 16. we may learn, that by Baptiſm 
we are received as viſible Members of Cbriſt's 
Church: And all ſober Chriſtians agree that 
a2 Man, who is known never to have been 


- baptized, ought not to be admitted to the 


Holy Communion. But by the Rubric at the 
End of our Order of Cqpfirmation, it appears 
that if a Man be ready and defirons to be con- 
Armed, but wants an Opportunity for it; be 


way 
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may be admitted to the Holy Communian. 
Which ſhews that, in the Judgment of our 
Church, a Man who is not confirmed may 
yet be in a State of Salvation. 
Min. If Confirmation is not neceſſary to 
your Salvation, why are you ſo deſirous of it ? 

Sar. | take it to be uſeful to very good 
Purpoſes, and therefore not to be negtfted, 
where it may be had; altho' it be not ne- 
ceſſary in the ſame Senſe as Chriſt's Com- 
mat d has made Baptiſm to be. 

Min. Give me your Thoughts of this 
Matter. 

Sar. I will, according as I have learnt. 1 
have heard the Nec: ſſity of Baptiſm enforced 
by many Paſſages of holy Scripture ; moſt 
of which have been read to me out of a lit- 
tle Book called The Word of Ged ihe beſt 
Guide; Part ii. Chap 20, As to what relates 
to Confirmation, | have heard it plainly ſug- 
veſted from two or three Paſſages of the New 
Teftament ; particularly from As viii. 15, 
16, 17. and Adds xix. 6. that the Apoſtles uſed 
to lay their Hands upon Perſons who had 
been baptized, and to pray for them that 
they might receive the Holy Ghoſt. And al- 
tho? the miraculous Gifts, which thereupon 
followed, have long ſince ceaſed ; yet ſince 
all Chriſtians ought co believe that it i God 
which worketh in us bath to will and to de, 
of bis good Pleaſure; Philip. ii. 13. and that: 
therefore the Grace and Aſſiſtance of his. 
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Holy Spirit is to be ſought for, in order to 
our Leading a holy Life ; I cannot but con- 
clude that this Laying on of Hands upon 
Perſons that have been baptized, together 
with Prayer to God, for their Growth in 
Grace, (which we call Confirmation) is a God- 
ly Cuſtom, and ever fit to be continued in the 
Chriſtian Church; altho* I do not take up- 
on me to condemn thoſe Churches, where 
it is not adminiſtered in the ſame manner, as 
it is in ours. I own myſelf bound to believe 
and to do as my Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers have premiſed for me : And this be- 
cauſe it is God's Command that I ſhould ſo 
believe and do; without which Command 
of God, their Promiſe or Vow made in my 
Name, could lay no Obligation upon me. 
This Obligation under which 1 am laid, not 
by my Godfathers and Godmothers, but by 


God. himſelf, I ought often to think of, and 
endeavour to fulfil : And it is moſt highly 


proper that | ſhould own all this before God, 
the Biſhop, who is his Miniſter, and the. 
Congregation, who are his People, when L 


come to be confirmed. 


Min. All that you are thus required to be- 


eve and to do is comprized in our excel- 


Ent Church-Catechiſm. Can 
Catechiſm? 
San. I cannot exactly repeat albihe Words 
of it. But 1 hope I underſtand the Mean- 

wg of it all. 
Ain. 


you repeat the 


fn] 
Xin. I ſhall therefore examine you touch- 
ing the Meaning of the Catechiſm only, 
without inſiſting ſtrictly upon all the Words 
of it. Whit Benetit was it, or is it to you, 
that you were baptized in the Name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ? 

Sar. Great Benefit : For, by God's Blef- 
fing on his own Ordinanceof Baptiſm, I was 
thereby made a Member of the Church of 
_ Chriſt, a Child of God, and an Inheritor of 
the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Min. What muſt you:do that you map 
not be-deprived: of theſe great Benefits and 
Advantages ? ; 

Sar. E muſt renounce the Devil, and all 
manner of Sin and Wickedneſs: I muſt be- 
| leve all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: 
And I muſt give Obedience to- all-God's 
Commandments, thro? the whole Courſe of 
my Life. 
Min. Rehearſe the Articles of the Chriſ- 
van Faith. | Ts | 
Sar. I believe in God the Father. Almighty; 
Maker off Heaven. and Earth : And in Jeſus: 
Ebriſt bis only Son our Lord, who was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, born of the Virgin 
Mary, ſuffered. under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified; dead, and buried.: He deſcended into 
Hell. The third. Day he roſe again from the- 
Dead: He aſcended into Heaven, and fitteth» 
on the right Hand of God the Fatber Almighty :: © 
From. thence be ſhall _ to judge the _ 
, A. : 8 
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and the Dead. 1 Believe in the Holy Gbeſt; 
the Holy Catholic Church; the Communion of 
Saints, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, the Reſur- 
reflion of the Body, and ibe Life everlaſting. 
Amen. | 

Min. What do you hereby chiefly and 
principally learn to believe ? 

Sar. I learn to believe in God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt; in whole 
Name | was baptized. 

Min. What do you believe of God the 
Father ? | 
Sar. I believe that by his Almighty 
Power He made me and all the World. 

Min. W hat do you believe of God the Son ? 

Sar. I believe that he took our Nature 
upon Him, died for the Sins of all Man- 
kind, roſe again, and aſcended into Glory : 
And that he is to be our Judge at the laſt 
great Day. 

Min. What do you believe of God the 
Holy Gholt ? 

Sar. I believe that by his Grace and Af- 


Gſtance, all faithtul Members of Christ's 


Church are enabled to lead Holy Lives. 

Min. What do you believe of Cbriſt's 
Church? 

Sar. I believe that it is a Catholic or uni- 
verſal Church; and not confined to any one 
Nation or People: That every true Member 
of this Church is holy: That they all ought 


to maintain Communion and Fellowſhip to- 


gethes 


f 13] 
gether in Chrift Jeſus ; and that ſo doing 
they ſhall obtain Forgiveneſs of their Sins, 
andeverlaſting Happineſsinthe Liferocame. - 
Min. How many Commandments has 
God given us ? 

Sar. Chiefly ten; being the ſame which 
God himſelf ſpake unto the Children of Iſrael, 

Min. Are God's Commandments given 
to us as Rules for our Words and Actions 
alone? 

Sar. They ought alſo to be the Rules of 
our inward Deſires and Inclinations. 

Min. The firſt Commandment is in theſe 
Words: Thou fhalt have none other God but 
me. What does this Commandment require 
from us ? 

Sar. This Commandment requires, that 
we ſhould love, fear, and honour God above 
all Things, and give religious — to 
none but himſelf. 

Min. The ſecond Commandment is in 
theſe Words: Thou ſhall not make to thyſelf 
any. graven Image, nor the Likeneſs of any 
Thing that is in Heaven above, M ihe Earth 
beneath, or in the Water under the Earth. 
T hou ſhalt not bow down to them nor worſhip 
them. What does this Commandment re- 
quire from us ? 

Sar. This Commandment requires that we. 
Hould make no Picture or Image of God, 
who is @ Spirit, John iv. 34. whom no Man 

bath ſeen ner can ſee, 1 Tim. vi. 16. It alio 
| require 
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requires that we ſhould not worſhipnor bow 
down to any Picture or Image whatſoever. 
Min. The third Commandment is this : 
Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord by 
God in vain. What does this Command- 
ment require ? ; 

Say. It requires that we ſhould honour 
and reverence the Name of God; and never 
profane it, either by feoliſh talking, or 
vain or falſe ſwearing or curſin 
Min. The fourth Commandment is this: 


| Remember that thou keep boly the Sabbath- Day. 


What does this Commandment require? 
Sar. It requires that we ſhould worſhip. 
God, not only privately, but publickly alſo: 
And that one Day in ſeven ſhould more 1 
eſpecially be ſet apart for his Worſhip and 


Service; whichamongſt us Chriſtians is be 


Lord's Day. 
Min. Fhe fifth Commandment is, Honcur 
thy Father and thy Mother. What does this. 
Commandment require ? 
Sar. Ic requires that we ſhould love, ho- 
nour, and obey our Parents, and all our Su- 


Min. The Sixth Commandment is, Thou 


e do no Murder. What is hereby requir d? 


Sar. It is required that we ſhould abſtain- 
from. Murdes, Hatred, Malice, and Re- 
venge ; and that we ſhould be kindly affec- 
tioned one towards another. 

Mn. The ſeventh Commandment is 2 
f | 4 


7 
\ 


Pa: 
Hall not commit Adultery, What is hereby 
required? 

Sar. It is required that we ſhould abſtain 
from Adultery, Whoredom, and all manner 
of Lewdneſs in Thought, Word, and Deed: 
Andthat we ſhould carefully keepour Bodies 
in Temperance, Sobriety, and Chaſtity. 

Miz. The eighth Commandment is, Thos 
| alt ust fleal. What is hereby required? 

Sar. It is required that we ſhould not 
ſteal, cheat, or defraud ; but honeſtly give 
io every Man whatever is due to him. 

Min. The ninth Commandment is, Thow 
Halt not bear falſe Witneſs againſt by Neigh- 
bour. What is hereby required ? 

Sar. It is required that we ſhould bear 
falſe Witneſs againſt no Man ; but abſtain 
from evil-ſpeakiog, lying, and ſlandering: 
And that we ſhould be true and fincere in 
all we fay. ; 

Min. The tenth Commandment is, Ton 

Halt not covet. What is hereby required? 

Sar. It is required that every one ſhould be 
content with what is his own ;. and not defire 
that wh ich belongs to any other Man, with-- 
out making him full Repazatien for it. 

Min. Give me the Subſtance and Sum ob 
all God's Commandments in few Words, 

Sar. It is to love God above all other 

Things; and to love our Neighbour as ſin- 
cerely as we love ourſelves. 

Min. Are you able to keep theſe Com- 
mandments * Sar. 
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Sar. Not without God's Grace and A. 


ſiſtance, which I muſt continually pray for. 

Min. Say the Lord's Prayer. 

Sar. Our Faitber which art in Heaven: 
Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 
T by I ill be done in Earth, as it is in Ileaven. 
Give us this Day cur daily Bread, And fer- 
give us cur Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us. And lead ns nds into 
Templaticn, but deliver us from Evil, For 
thine is the Kingdom, and the Petper, and the 


Glory, for ever and ever, Amen. 


Min. Do you pray for yourſelf alone ? 

Sar. I pray for all Mankind, together 
with myſelf. 

Min. What mean you when you ſay Our 
Father which art in Heaven? 

Sar. I give Glory to God, as being our 
Supreme Lord and heavenly Father. 

Min. What mean you when you ſay, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name? 

Sar. I pray that God's holy Name may 
be ſanctified and reverenced throughout the 
World. 

Min. What mean you when you ſay, Thy 


Kingdom come ? 


Sar. I pray that all Men may become 
obedient unto God as their eternal King ; 


and that we all may be Partakers of his hea- 
venly Kingdotn. 


Min. What mean you when you ſay, Thy 
Vill be dene in Earth, as it is in Heaven? 
Sar, 


" 1 

Sar. I pray, that we may all be obedient 
to God's Will here on Earth, as the holy - 
Angels and bleſſed Spirits are in Heaven. 
Min. What mean you when you ſay, Give 
us this Day our daily Bread ? 

Sar. I pray that "God would give us the 
Neceſmries of Life, of which Bread is reck- 
oned to be the chief. 

Min. What mean you when you ſay, 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that-treſpaſs againſt us? 

Sar. I pray that, as we forgive all others 
who have wronged us, ſo God would forgive 
us our Sins, whereby we have offended him. 

Min. What mean you when you fay, 
Lead us not into Temptation ? 

Sar. I pray that God would preſerve us 
from every — that may tempt or draw | 
us into Sin, 


Min. What mean you when you ſay, 
Deliver us from Evil ? 
Sar. Ipray that God would deliverus from 
all Calamities and Afflictions of this World: 
But above all, from the Evil of Sin, and the 
conſequent Evil of eternal Damnation. 
Min. What mean you when you ſay, q 
Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever? 
Sar. I give Praiſe and rand M to God I 
the Greatneſs of his Power and Majeſty Fn RJ 
Min. Do you diſtinctly 2 
T hings as often as you ſay t wy 
Prayer? > 'S 
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Sar. I pray God to enable me ſo to do: 

For the beſt Words in Prayer will not be ac- 

cepted by him without their proper Meaning. 
Min. Why do you ſay Amen at the End 
both of the Creed and the Lord's Prayer ? 
Sar. Amen ſignifies as much as Yerily, 
Truly, or So beit: And I pronounce it at the 
End both of my Creed and Prayer, to ſhew 
that my Heart agrees with my Mouth. 

Min. How many Divine Ordinances are 
there, which we call Sacraments ? 

Sar. For what Reaſon it is that any of 
God's Ordinances are called Sacraments, | 
think it not neceſſary for me to enquire. Con- 
if cerning this, it is enough for me to know, 
8 that Baptiſm and the Holy Communion, or 
| Supper of ihe Lord (which we call the two 
| Sacram-nts) are appointed by Chrift as Means 
of our Salvation. 

þ Min. What is the outward and viſible 

„ Part of Baptiſm ? 

| Sar. Water, wherein Chrift has com- 
| | 
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manded all Nations to be baptized, in the 

Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

1 the Holy Ghoſt. 

} Ain. What is the inward and inviſible 

þ Part of it? 

. Sar. God's Grace and Bleſſing attending 
. his own Ordinance; whereby we afe cleanſ- 

Wo |! ed from the Pollution of Sin, and enabled 


to live in Obedience to him. 
Min. What is required from Perſons to 
be baptized? Sar. 


1191 

Sar. Faith and Repentance. 

Min. Why then are Infants baptized, 
who are uncapable both of believing and re- 
- penting ? 

Sar. They are bound to believe and re- 
pent as ſoon as they become capable, of 
which their Parents and Sureties, who bring 
them to Baptiſm, are obliged to take all 
due Care. 

Min. Why was the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ordained ? 

Sar. It was ordained for the continual Re- 
membrance of the Sacrifice of the Death of 
Cbriſt, and of the Benefits which we receive 
thereby. 

Min. What is the outward and viſible 
Part of the Lord's Supper? 

Sar. Bread and Wine: Both which Chrif 
has commanded to be received. 

Min. What is the inward and inviſible 
Part of it? 

Sar. The Communion or Participation of 
the Body and Blood of Cbrift ; which by 
Faith we ſpiritually receive in the Lord's 
Supper; and thereby are made Partakers of 
the Benefits of his Death and Paſſion. 

Miz. What Preparation is required of 
thoſe who come ta the Lord's Supper ? 

Sar. True Repentance for all paſt Sins; 
with a ſtedfaſt Purpoſe of Tir a Holy 
Life for the Time to come: Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, with a — Remembrance of his 
Death * 
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Death ; and Charity towards all Mankihd, 
not only Friends, but alſo Strangers and 
Enemies. 

Min. Will you often thus prepare yourſelf 
for the Lord's Supper? 

Sar. I hope | ſhall, through the Grace 
and Aſſiſtance of God. 

Min. How came you by all this Iaſtruc- 
tion? 
Sar. My Parents, tho' poor and illiterate, 
were virtuous and religious, and taught me 
by Word of Mouth as much as they could 
of true Religion. They carried me with 
them conſtantly to the Church, where I was 
always attentive to the whole Service and 
Sermon, and to thoſe plain Explications of 
the Church Catechiſm which often were 
made by the Miniſter. I took all the Op- 
portunities I could get of hearing the Bible 
read ; and particularly the four Goſpels. I 
alſo got two or three other plain ſmall Books 
of Religion read to me: Out of all which I 
always endeavoured to remember as much 
as I could: Although I am often at a Loſs 
- for Words to expreſs even ſuch Things as I 
underſtand. To all this I add my conſtant 
Prayers to God, that I may know bim and 
. Feſus Chriſt whom he bath ſent, which, Chriſi 
has told us, is Life eternal. Joha xvii. 3. - 
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